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Tech

software. 
“The demands of the educa-

tional programs and assessment
software had exceeded the capa-
bilities of the hardware,” said
John Roach, Lead Academic
Technology Agent for the Rialto
Unified School District. “In order
for teachers and students to be
able to maximize their use of the
updated software programs we
needed a plan to provide new
computers and other devices
ready to meet the technical de-
mands.”

With the shift to Common Core,
there was also a need to have a
fully upgraded infrastructure as
well as devices to enable students
to become proficient in technol-
ogy, which is one of the Common
Core requirements. 
The District has purchased the

following equipment in the first
of its 3-year rollout:

• iPad Mini carts for RUSD
preschools with a count of 30
iPad mini’s and cases per cart;
• iPad Mini carts for kinder-

garten and first grade to share 30
iPad Mini’s and cases per cart;

• Second grade classes will share
a Chromebook cart with 35
Chromebooks per cart;
• Third through sixth grades will

receive a Chromebook cart per
classroom with 40 Chromebooks
per cart;
• Math and science classes at

high schools will receive a laptop
cart with 32 laptops per cart and
4 additional laptops as needed (to
meet class sizes of 36).

How will the iPads and Chrome-
books be used exactly?
The iPads for grades TK, K and

1, for example, were provided
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The cost of new computers and other devices for student learning will cost $36 over three years. The
funding comes from the general fund and made possible by a shift in priorities to ensure that stu-
dents have all the technology and support they need to learn and test well, and to prepare them for
college. 
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With a shift to Common Core, it was imperative that the Rialto Uni-
fied School District upgrade its technology infrastructure and stu-
dent computers in order to meet the demands of the curriculum
and testing standards for all students, including the youngest of
learners.

with a primary purpose of provid-
ing access to Footsteps 2 Bril-
liance, part of the district’s literacy
initiative. Teachers also have the
opportunity to provide access to
other educational programs that
will enhance student learning.  
For the 2017-18 school year,

Chromebooks were provided for
students in grades 2, 3 and 6.  New
laptop carts were provided to spe-
cific subject areas at the high
school level.  Over the next two
years, class sets of new devices
will be provided for all classrooms
in the district so that all students
can access G Suite for Education,
online curriculum materials, on-
line assessments and other web
based educational programs that
will enhance student learning
Over the next two years, class

sets of new devices will be pro-
vided for all classrooms in the dis-
trict so that all students can access
G Suite for Education, which is a
variety of free tools provided by
Google, while at the same time
supporting the learning objectives
for student online curriculum ma-
terials, assessments and other web
based educational programs. 

Funding for the upgrades and
new devices comes directly from
the district’s general fund. The cost
of the new devices only (not the
infrastructure upgrades), will be
$36 million over three years. 
“We made a shift in priorities to

make sure that we could provide
this technology for our students,”
Roach said about the funding pri-
orities for the program. “We are
working to prepare students to be
competitive in obtaining future ca-
reers that most likely have not
even been created yet.”
Finally, Roach added that the Ri-

alto Unified School District “in-
tends to provide the opportunity
for students to learn how to re-
sponsibly utilize technology as it
relates to the 4 C's of 21st century
learning: critical thinking, com-
munication, collaboration and cre-
ativity.”
“We are surrounded by new tech-

nologies and the expectation is that
students learn how to navigate
their future college or career
choices having the necessary tech-
nology skills to be successful,” he
concluded. 

Paint

memorial quilt for the Arrow-
head Regional Medical Center.
We’re excited to have her here.”

With about 30 ladies in atten-
dance the class began with every-
one making a folded note paper
using techniques akin to origami.
One Woman’s Club member,
Joanne Miller, was demonstrating
how perfectly the paper fell into
place with the correct folding
technique.  Her friend Patti
Guerra, who is also a club mem-
ber, said, “This is the first time
we’ve done a Paint Night so we
decided, hey, let’s give this a try!”  

Miller added, “It’s always good
to learn something new.  I mean,
some of us already paint, but we
don’t know this style of painting,
and it looks like fun!”

During class time, Mount ex-
plained that the ladies would be
learning three styles of Asian ink
brush painting and gave them a
brief history of the characters of
each style.  She then gave instruc-
tions of the technical applications
for the paintings, encouraging
each artist to take a more relaxed
approach to creating their individ-
ual masterpieces.  

At the end of Paint Night, the
Woman’s Club group were
amazed at the endless talent in the
room and were looking forward to
another opportunity to delve into
the intricacies of more painting
styles.  

The Woman’s Club of Rialto en-
courages any woman who lives in
the City to check out their many
activities that always touch the
lives of the community members
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There is definitely a lot of talent among the group!  Pictured clock-
wise from above: Monica Truesdale, Cruz Vary, and Frances
Dominguez.

in a good and positive way.  You
can contact them on their Face-
book page at https://www.face-
book.com/TheWomansClubOfRia
lto/.

For anyone who would like to
speak to Deborah Mount about
painting classes, she can be
reached at
dmount@rialto.k12.ca.us, at 909-
677-7623 or 909-874-3171. 


