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Nevada-Utah Conference

By Cynthia Mendoza 

Ogden Church Opens Its Doors to Homeless Families

After months of prayer, planning, and countless volunteer hours from 
congregations of various faiths—including the Ogden church—homeless 
families in need will be able to obtain the support and resources they 

need to become financially stable.   

 Eleven churches 
have joined together 
to work with Family 
Promise of Ogden, a 
non-profit coalition of 
local congregations 
of various faiths 
committed to 
helping families with 
children move from 
homelessness to 
independence. For its 
part, the Ogden church 
houses homeless families for one week 
per month.
 The Ogden church had a strong 
desire to be supportive of Family 
Promise, but with existing programs, 
such as a small school and food 
pantry, the church’s volunteers were 
already at their limit. What the church 
did have, however, was a little-used 
3,000-square-foot building—called the 
Youth Activity Center—on the campus 
of Deamude Adventist Christian School.  
“We really didn’t have the manpower 
to facilitate the program because of 
our previous commitments, but we did 
have a building,” said Ogden church 

Pastor Ryan Hablitzel. “By 
working with other faith 
groups, we were able to 
see this ministry become a 
reality for our church.” 
 The church had already 
begun slowly renovating 
the building, but it was 
a difficult undertaking 
with meager budget and 
limited manpower.  After 
the decision was made to 
work with Family Promise, 

contractors and builders donated 
materials and many hours of their time 
to renovate the Center.
  During the day, the homeless 
families stay at a day center in an 
unused city fire station, where they can 
take showers, do laundry, and receive 
assistance in finding employment. 
At night, they stay at different Family 
Promise church buildings. “Countless 
scripture in all faith traditions speaks to 
the core concepts of Family Promise: 
caring for those in need, sacrifice, 
sharing with others. Your work serving 
homeless families illustrates your 
faith,” wrote Raquel Da Silva, executive 

director for Family Promise of Ogden, to 
participating congregations.  
  For the Ogden church, the 
experience has been a rewarding one 
of living out the gospel in a meaningful 
way. “This is the crux of the gospel, to 
bear one another’s burdens,” said church 
elder Max Shurtliff, who oversaw some 
of the renovations at the Youth Activity 
Center. “We have a common goal of 
reaching out and helping families 
that are down and out. This is Christ in 
action.”  
  Hablitzel appreciated the 
opportunity to collaborate with others 
on a worthy endeavor. “The partnership 
has really broken down barriers and 
presented the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church in a very positive light to the 
community,” said Hablitzel. “Watching so 
many people in the community come 
together and work with our church on 
this project was extremely exciting.” 

Volunteers donate time 
and materials to renovate 
the Youth Activity Center. 

(Left) The Ogden church hosts a thank 
you dinner for the contractors and 
builders who donated their time 
and resources to renovate the Youth 
Activity Center, which now houses 
families in need through Family 
Promise of Ogden. (Below) The Ogden 
church used the Youth Activity Center 
for Pathfinders, Adventurers, and 
other youth activities. 
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